
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E2135December 6, 2000
a common stand against those forces. We
must see to it that the beginnings of coopera-
tion we have seen with India, the world’s larg-
est democracy, will move forward to protect
the lives of our people and build a more se-
cure future for both of our great nations.
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IN HONOR OF GRACE F. SINAGRA

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, today I honor
the memory of Mrs. Grace F. Sinagra, a long-
time resident of Lakewood, OH who passed
away on November 22, 2000 at the age of 87.

This remarkable woman owned and oper-
ated Sinagra’s Food Market in Lakewood for
51 years along with her husband of 60 years,
Nate Sinagra, who passed away in 1990. The
couple was known locally for their tremendous
generosity and concern for their fellow citi-
zens. During the Great Depression, the
Sinagras frequently extended credit to those in
need, so that they could afford to feed their
families. However the end of the depression
did not mark the end of the Sinagra’s charity.
The two continued to donate food on a weekly
basis to the Sisters of the Poor Clares.

For Grace Sinagra, this altruism began at a
very early age. In 1916, when she was only 3
years old, Sinagra left the comfort of home in
Alexandria, Virginia and traveled with her fam-
ily to Sicily to bring her grandmother to the
United States. However, due to the outbreak
of World War I, the family was forced to delay
their return until 1919. This experience must
have made a significant impression on her, for
she continued this type of heroism and self-
lessness for the rest of her life.

Mrs. Sinagra is survived by her son Anthony
Sinagra of Lakewood, OH, her daughters
Theresann Santoro of Lyndhurst, OH and Sis-
ter Annette of Adrian, MI; eight grandchildren;
five great-grandchildren; and one brother.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my fellow colleagues in
the House of Representatives to join me today
in remembering Grace F. Sinagra. The mem-
ory of this great woman will surely endure in
the hearts of all those whom she touched.
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Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I was deeply sad-
dened to learn of the recent passing of former
Representative Henry B. Gonzalez. He was a
good friend and a respected colleague during
the course of our service together in the
House of Representatives. I wish to extend my
sympathies to his wife, Bertha, and their chil-
dren. I wish them well as they continue life
without their beloved ‘‘Henry B.’’

Henry Gonzalez’s long career in public serv-
ice was a distinguished one. He was the first
Hispanic to be elected to the San Antonio City
Council. He was the first Hispanic elected to

the Texas State Senate. He was the first His-
panic elected to represent Texas in the U.S.
Congress. He tirelessly and passionately rep-
resented his constituents for more than half a
century. He became particularly well known as
a champion of the poor and the downtrodden.

The high point of Henry Gonzalez’s 37
years as a member of this body was when he
became chairman of the Banking Committee,
a post he held for three terms. As chairman,
he played a key role in resolving the savings-
and-loan scandals of the 1980s. He also made
his mark advocating for the expansion of af-
fordable housing opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, as I bring to a close my own
career in the House, I frequently reflect on the
issues, the legislation, and the people that en-
gaged me here the most. Henry Gonzalez
ranks high. I will miss him a great deal.
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HON. JOHN P. MURTHA
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2000

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recommend to my col-
leagues a fascinating article written by Ben
Vinson III, entitled, ‘‘Blacks in Mexico,’’ pub-
lished in El Aguila Del Hudson Valley. Ben
Vinson, a native of Johnstown, PA, is an As-
sistant Professor of Latin American History at
Barnard College, Columbia University. He has
just completed a book on black soldiers in Co-
lonial Mexico, ‘‘His Majesty’s Men.’’ I am ex-
tremely proud of the fact that Ben once was
an intern in my congressional office and I sub-
mit the following article into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.

[From El Aguila del Hudson Valley, Nov.
2000]

BLACKS IN MEXICO

(By Ben Vinson III)

As Hispanic Heritage month and the Dia de
la Raza are still present in our memory, it
becomes important to reflect upon the full
diversity of Latin America. Few other re-
gions in the world are as racially rich, and
few have achieved the same level of cultural
accomplishment. From music and the arts to
politics and science, people of Latin Amer-
ican descent have made significant contribu-
tions. Names such as Oscar Arias Sa

´
nchez,

Jorge Luis Borges, Diego Rivera, Che
Guevara, Rigoberta Menchu

´
, and Celia Cruz,

are just a few of the famous figures who have
had a tremendous impact on our times. But
what is often overlooked is the role that Af-
rica has played in the region’s heritage and
the development of its people. With over 450
million inhabitants, Latin America has one
of the world’s largest populations. Yet what
is not as well known is that up to 1⁄3 of all
Latin Americans today can claim some Afri-
can ancestry, according to research con-
ducted by the Organization of Africans in the
Americas (OAA). In 1992, there were as many
as 82 million Afro-Latinos in the hemisphere,
with some living in unlikely places such as
Argentina, Uruguay, Peru, Ecuador, and Bo-
livia. Even in the United States today there
are between 3.5 to 5 million Afro-Latinos re-
siding in the country.

What does this mean? Simply that one can-
not celebrate the Hispanic heritage without
celebrating the connection with Africa, re-
gardless of one’s national origins. Mexico is
an excellent example. With so much empha-

sis on the country’s Indian history, it has be-
come easy to overlook links with an African
past. But these links exist. When Columbus
first sailed to the coast of southern Mexico
between 1502–1504, he could not have imag-
ined that within a hundred years, this land
would become the largest importer of Afri-
can slaves to the New World. Between 1521
and 1650, Mexico alone imported nearly half
of all the black slaves introduced into the
Americas. They worked in a variety of pro-
fessions, including the farming industry, on
tobacco and sugar plantations, as domestic
workers, and in silver mining trades. Any-
where that the Spaniards lived, they took
African slaves with them. Because of this,
Mexico’s black population was spread out ev-
erywhere, from the northern frontier towns
near the current U.S.-Mexican border, to the
southern villages near Guatemala and along
the coast of the Yucatan.

Blacks mixed quickly with the indigenous
and mestizo populations. Some of this had to
do with the condition of slavery itself. Not
many women were brought from Africa,
which forced many men to marry non-black
women. After 1650, the number of black
inter-racial marriages had increased so much
that some scholars believe that Mexico’s
version of mestizaje owes a great debt to Af-
rica. According to Dr. Patrick Carroll, it was
essentially blacks that fused the indigenous
and white races together, since both Span-
iards and Indians frequently had sexual rela-
tions with blacks. Sometimes these relations
were more frequent than they had with one
another.

Blacks were not just slaves in Mexico. Af-
rican slaves were commonly released from
bondage through buying their freedom, using
small amounts of money that they were able
to save on their jobs. Sometimes masters
also freed their slaves because of their good
services, or because they feared that they
would be punished by God if they kept them.
By 1800, Mexico possessed one of the largest
numbers of free-blacks in the world, just be-
hind countries like Brazil. In fact, the total
number of blacks in Mexico numbered over
370,000, representing nearly 10% of the popu-
lation.

What happened to Mexico’s blacks? We
don’t see much of them in the media, nor has
there been a strong effort to write about
them in history textbooks. The percentage of
Afro-Mexicans has grown smaller over time.
Although there are almost a half a million
blacks in the country today, they represent
less than 1% of the national population, and
they live mainly in the coastal areas of
Veracruz, Oaxaca, and Acapulco. The general
Mexican population is often aware of a small
black presence in their country, especially in
Veracruz. But oftentimes these people are
viewed as foreigners, mainly Cuban immi-
grants, who are not truly a part of the na-
tion. While Cuban immigration at the end of
the 19th century was significant towards in-
creasing the number of blacks in Mexico, the
descendants of Mexican slaves still remain
an important part of the Afro-Mexican popu-
lation.

When one travels to the west coast of Mex-
ico we can see these roots, as I did during a
research trip four years ago. In the village of
Corralero, Emiliano Colon Torres (age 99)
spoke about how he participated in the Mexi-
can Revolution along with other Afro-Mexi-
cans, and even black Cubans. But times were
difficult, both before and after the war. As he
and several others noted: ‘‘Some [darker]
blacks, especially one Cuban musician, found
it difficult to marry because of their race. A
very popular musician who had migrated
from Cuba died without ever marrying.’’
Such comments reveal a phenomenon that
exists not just in the black areas of Mexico,
but in other places in Latin America where
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